A Wozd of Advice 


Toallfuch as are going-on inS TN, and more particularly to my Neightours and Townsmen in and about Colcheſter, to forſake 


their Evil Ways, and turn to the Lord while they have time, 


Salvation. 


with a Word of Incouragement to ſuch as Mourn for wantof 


And a Word of Advice tothe Prieſts of this N ation, thazthey choak not the tender deſires that are begotten in People after Holineſs- 


"Have been ' concerned many a time on your behalf who ſtill lyes'in 
| 'F wickedneſs, with cryes and tears to my God, that you might be ga- 
A tiered into a Sence of your Condition, how it ſtands between God and 

your Souls : For many of you ſeem to havea profeſſion of Godlineſs, and 

'to change from one Religion unto another, but I deſire you in the Love 
of God, that as you change your Religion you may alſo change your Lives 

and Converſations, and fo ſerve God in earneſt in your day «nd Generation. 

You young ones eſpecially who were myCompanions inWickedneſs, bÞic 

been concerned for you many a day, that as I have found Mercy at the hand 

; : of God, you may find it alſo.For | know by experience that God is eſt 
*Joel 2. 13. ful, and ſlow eo anger, as ever he was, if he had not I had ſurely been in a 
Exod. 34+ 6. 7- miſerable State, as I fear many of youare, and yet wonld be called Chri- 


z 
e 
' 


Tſaiah. 1 ch: from 
'Io.tothe 17. Vere 


Mal. 3.6, Mtians. But examine your ſelves, have you learned of Chriſt by his Spirit, 
Lam. 3. 40- who ſaid, Learn of me, 1 am meek and low in heart ;, this is the Teacher 1 was 
Hat. 11. 29. directed to, after I had heard many Teachers who Teach for Money, and 


John 10. 3. 16-27 would ſay therewas no living without Sin in this Life, which is an incou- 
"Chap. 'B. 12. ragement to Youth to goon in Sin (and ſo it was to me) till this Teacher 
Atts 26. 17. 18. that cannot be removed into a Corner condemn?*d me for Sin, and never 
ſas. 30. 20. 21 conſented to Sin,neither in you nor me) Comeexawine a littleand acquaint 
Aica. 4. 12. your ſelves with God and beat peace, ſome perhaps may be ſo blind ( as 1 


Jer.31.32,33534* was )to ſay where or how can I acquaint my ſelf with God. 1 will tell 
Tſa. 58. 10. Il. thee, the Prophet Amos ſaid, he that ſhews unto man what his thoughts are, the 


| Job. 22. 21. Lord theGod of Hoſts is his name:Now,thou needſt not go toany manto teach 


Amos 4-13 P[.17- thee, but try what the Spirit of God can do for thee , whoever thou art 
"7. Pro. 30- 5. 1/4. when thou art tempted to do evil by the Devil or his Servants, then-try 
"59. 1-V. Ch 63: whether he that ſearcheth thy heart, and ſhews unto thee thy evil be not 

I. V.He. 7. 25, able, if thou be truly willing to forſake it, to keep thee out of the evil;none 

: that truly truſt in God dare ſay the contrary, but will be ready to ſay as 
'Gen. 39. 9. 2Cor. Foſeph did when he was tempted by his Miſtris, how can [ do this evil, and ſin 
'$-11-20. 1 Joh. 1. ,,4;,t God, Oh that I could ſee you my acquaintance and others to be afraid 
7-P[144-15- to linagainſt God, and if we walk in the Light, as he is in the Light then 
have we fellowſhip one with another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt clean- 
ſeth us from all Sin. This is a better fe!lowſhip then you and I had in our 
Wickedneſs, which as we cometo knou, then ſhall we be ready to ſay to 
one another, Comes hither and I will tell you what God hath done for my 
Soul,and this little Experience of the Dealings of the Lord in your ſelves 
"Job 42.6.1ſ.55 6. is be:ter then all hearſaggof im : Therefore ſee the. Eord while he may 
:Gen.6.3. Jude 18. be found and call upon him while he is near, for the Lord hath ſaid my Spi- 
Tit thall not always ſtrive with. man. Therefore do not mock at the Spirit 


Gal.6. 7. 8. Rom, of God, nor at them that are guided by it, for as the Scripture faith, be © 


$. 9. Jude 1.9 Rom. that hath not the Spirit of Ehrift is none of his, and they arctheSons ofGod,thar are 
8.1, 2,V. 4-9, 11, {ed or guidedbyrhe ſpirit of Ged, Thus with Examination with lowlin:£ of 
14-15.16.25.Rom. mind,you way know whole Servants you are, ſurely his to whom you yicld 


6.16. 

dience unto Righteouſneſs: Come you young ones ſerve God, and fear 
Job 28. 29 him, and then you willxbegin to be wiſe, For the fear of the Lord is the bee 
Luke 12. 31.1ſ.57 ginning of true wiſdom, and to depart from Iniquity is 4 good underſtanding. 
15.2at. 11.28, Therefore firſt ſeek the Kingdom of God and the Righteouſneſs thereof, 
andall other things ſhall be added. For the Lord knows ſuch as truly 
As 10.35.1Cor. ſeek him, and that goes bowed down in Spirit all the day of what profeſ- 
'6.9. 10. Eccl. 12, ſion ſoever, through the Sence of the weight of their Iniquity, and that 
1. Lam.3.26.27, mourns for want of Gods Salvation, and that delires to find peace with 
him. If you fear God, and work Ri-hteouſneſs you ſhall be accepted of 
him ; but if you be Swearers, Lyers, Whor: mongers, Drunkards,or proud 
nay gg then remember that no uuclean thing can enter into Gods King- 

om. 
Therefore you that are young and would be Gods 


| © hs Children, bend your 
Vi I. ro , Necks to the Yoak of Chriſt in the days of your youth. For if 1 hould ask 
| * "+ you when you would be willing to ſerve God, it may be ſome of you would 
Ec. 9. || - 3 0 } y 

2 Joh. 4. ver be ready to ſay in yourold Age, but how many do we ſceare taken away 
Bon: 52. : in their Youth and in their Sins. It would be more commendable in the 


ſight of Men, and much more acceptable in the fight of God, to ſee young 
Men ana Women walk in the Truth, and remember their Creator in ti 
days of their Youth, leaſt the evil day come upon them and overtake them 
a: unawares : Thereforeawake unto righteouſneſs, and conſider wh.t the 
Lord hath done for you in Sparing you unco this day. Do you think it 
was for any deſert of yours, No it was his lovein preſcrving us hither- 
© reel pb: to, when other Nations and Countries have been diſtreſſed with Wars and 
Lo p 4 * Earthquakes: And how have ſome of you been ready to make promiſe 
p -—h Job. By when the Judgements of the Lord ſeemed to be coming upon you as when 
27.Pſ.22. 25.cha. the Earthquake was here; and alſo when there was a report raiſed of te 
$0. 14.6.6. 7.8. _ being coming, and alſo ſince of the French being Landed upon our 

oalt; at the hearing wherecf many «ent Crying about the Streets, ard 


8 wringing their Hands ; and ſome promiting to livea better life. if the Lord 

_ = = Pi would preſervetnem ; and ſome upon a Bcd of fickneſs have made promi- 
<oo ſes toThe Lord, that if he would reſtore them again, they wouls ſerve him 
in newneſs of Life. Friends, as this may come to any of your hands, who 

in times of Diſtreſs have been making ſuch promiſes before the Lord when 
your heartshavebeen tendered by his Judgements;'ee to it,that you keepyour 
Promiſes and look unto him,and he will look unto you; for he hath promi- 
: ſed& ſaid. that unto that man will I look thzt is of a broken heart, and contrite ſpi- 
If 45. 22.Ch. 66. rit and that trembles at my Word : He wills not the death ofa Sinner, but ra- 
2. V. ther that he ſhould repent and live; but the way to life is by raking up 2 
daily Croſs, and denying thy ſelf; Thy will to vain Delights, may be to 

Gaming, Sporting and Paſtimes, ſo called es wl 


Rom.13.11. 


1Cor.15.34- Eph. 
$5. 14.Rom.2.3,4- 


your Members Servantsto obey, whether it be of Sin unto Death, or Obe- - 


» and ſometimes when thF old 


Ez. 3,.11 M1t16.24 


Companions are at eaſe in theſe things, doing them willingly ; then the 7 8.24. Ink 9.23; 


Devil may be ready to tempt thee, who in ſome Meaſure may be gathered = - «6+ Bi 13+ 
out of them; to return back to them again, and ifthoa do not join with * 
them, they may laugh at thee and ſay, why can you not doas you uſed I 1 Per. 4. 3. 4 Luk. 9 
do. Now thou my fellow Traveller, this is my Teſtimony for the Lord, CHASE ogy 
that if thou keepeſt low before him, he will givethee viſtory over themall, Ve 3 25 op; 
and they ſhall be athamed « for Righteouſneſs cxalts a Nation, but ſin a re- ,,, a4, ch. 116.552. 
proach and ſhame to any people ) and thou mayelt be a Preacher of Righteouſ- 344.5.16.Gen.18.14 
neſs in thy Life and Converſation, wherever thou comes, and. thy Yea will P/-103*1 1+/ſ4-4 ye -n 
be thy Yea, and thy Nay, Nay; and if ſome things ſeem ard for thee; 1 4s 
then look te the Lord, and he will make hard things caſe, and rough things ; 
plain, and all things will work together for good, if Enou truly love and Mat. 6. 22 
fear the Lord, and he will bleſs thee in thy goings 03%, and in thy caming 
in; and thus if thou keep thy Eye ſingle to the Lord., thy whole Body will 
be full of Light, and thou wilt ſee thy proſperity in thee truth, and give 
God the Honour, unto whom it doth belong, {ooth now, henceforth and 
for evermore. $2.16 
Andall you Prieſts of this Nation, of wat ſort ſoever, where you meet [© 5.77. 4.6, 
with any tender hearted People, that are breathing after the Sincere milk #z. 36. 10. 
of the Word of God, which gives ſpicitusl Satisfaftion to the Mcurners : 
I warnand intreat you to have a care of ſtifling theſedeſires that are begot- 
ten in them, for theſe are as the hindmoſt of the Flock of God , therefore be 
not found ſeizing upon them as he Amaikites did, for ſome of you to my 
knowledge have ſought to-hiader the Light and Truti from ſhining, and 
have been offended with oe when I have ſaid, that if we followed and 
obeyed Chriſt, he was able to keep us ont of Sin in this Life, for he was cs]- 
led Jeſus, becauſe he Hould fave his Pcople from their Sins, (not in them ) 
and why ſhould any be diſſatisfied that we extol the love and ſtrength ot 
God, for we do nor ſay we can ſave our ſzlves from oneSin, nay we cannot 
think a good thonght, and yet inand through him there is a poſſi ality to 
do all things tbat herequires of us, as the Apattle ſaid, throvgh him that 
ſtrengthens us we are able to do all things, and if ſo, then to live free from ls 
in this Life, which is my defire for you as for my {-If, thar ſo through his 
cleaiiſing power you may come toknow it, and ſo enjoy that peace that 
Palieth all underſtanding. 


Your Friend in the Truth JOHN HAILES. 


Colcheſter the 3d. of the 
6th. Month 1693. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Aving for long time gone with a bowed down Spirit before the Tord, to ſee fin 
H and wickedneſs, abound in this Age and time, and to ſee that many buth 
Prie.1s and People do conciude that it is impoſſible to live without ſin on this ſide the 
Grave, which is not only 4 great contradittion to the Scrip-ures, but doth alſo caſt 
contempt upon Feſus Chriſt, who was ſent for that very purpoſe 10 ſave his Peop/e 
from their ſins, Mat. 1. 21. It Refles upon him, as if ve were not able ty finiſh 
the work that his Father gave bim to as, which was to deſtroy th: Werk. of the 
Devil (whoſe work i to cauſe Pecple reſin) 1 John 3. 8. Ut 35 therefore in my 
heart to anſwer three or four Objettions which are con.mon!ly m-de againſt thoſe 
that ſay that there is a poſſubility through the grace of onr Lord Feſws Chriſt ro live 
wirhout or be free from ſin in this life. The firſt Objeftion is from Proverbs 24. 
16. for 4 juſt man felleth ſeven times andriſeth up again; Now if p:ople wou d 
ſeriouſly weigh theſe words, they wonld find that thoſe 1 ords ms the nothing to their 
Parpoſe, for the Tex: doth not ſay, that a juſt man ſinneth ſeven times, &C. (ut 
that be falleth ſeven times and riſeth up again : Underſtood of troubles and rempta- 
tions. | James 1. 2. Rejoice when ye fall into temptations ( or trials; ) ſuch 
4 fall uſt this be underſtood to be ;, which is the tryi g Lot of all good men at one 
time or other; And it is no ſin to be tempted but 10 be overcome with the tempt As 
tion, which the juſt man that fearcth God is not z for bis God xpholds him by his 
hand, Pſalms 37. 24. 4ndſucconrs bim in his tempted ſtate, Heb. 2.18. And 
with the temptation makes out a nay for his eſcape, 1 Cor. IO. 13. and he riſeth 
again, 4s ſa:th :he Scri;ture or Text. So though he fulls, which fall 5 into temp= 
tation, yer be is not overcome; but by the Divine help of the Divine Power does 
ſtand his tryal and b:comes a Vitor. Y 
ObjeR.'2. But John ſaith, John 1. 8. 1f we ſay we have no ſin we deceive our 
ſetves, and the truth is not in us, Janſwer, ſo James ſaith Chap. 3. v. 9. Concer- 
ning the Tongue, ſaying, therewith bleſs we God, and therewith curſe we 
men. 1 hope no man will be ſo ra(h 10- conclude that the. Apoſtle was 4 Curſer 
bu: it was the manner of the Apoſiles to condeſcend ſo for the ſake of the weak, to 
rank themſelves amongſt them, ar.d ſo put the word [_ we } inſtead of [| you] ſono 
more then the Apoſtle James was a Cmſer, nor John then a ſinner, for he bends 

his whole Epiſtle againſt ſin. . 
Obje&. 3. But Paul cryed out he was # wretched man, and askt the Oneftion 

who ſhould deliver him. Rom. 7. 24-+ EE 

Anſwer. Paul was «telling the State he was in in times paſt, as doth appear, 
for when he had asked the Queſtion,who fhould deliver him, he anſwered the Queſti- 
on hi.ſelf, ſaying, Thanks be to God who hath given me the Victory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. So he could not be a wretched mn and Vittor 
over ſin, and all at tie ſame time, 1 Cor. 15. 57. the Confide. atio- of theſe thi»gs 
dear Reader, Tleave unto thee , andleave thee to the heart melting Power of God, 


that is able to change and ſave thy Soul. 


Mt. * 3-13 
Fobs7. 47» 
CoJ.20eV. 

He2b,7,25., 
AM it 1.21 
Foh. 1545, 
Phil.4.13, 
Pſ1-37.37 
5 1f7-1.2 


Farewell. 


Loraor, Printed by T. Sowle, at the Crooked Billet in Holy-wel-lane in Shoreditch, 1693. 


